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visual texts can be studied not only for what is directly depicted in the painting or film but also for what it
tells us about the people, cultures and societies that made them. Each chapter features fascinating case
studies and examples which situate theory in real life. A major appeal of the book is the wealth of
illustrations and photographs of visual texts which are included throughout. The authors make detailed
reference to these examples to illustrate the theory surrounding visual evidence. An intriguing case study of
an unknown girl’s photo album is just one of many examples offered, showing how we can analyze and
learn from the visual text. This comprehensive and insightful edited collection brings together international
media and cultural theorists, historians and art historians to demonstrate the value of visual evidence not
only to media and cultural studies, but also to history, the general humanities and the social sciences.
AP European History - Seth A. Roberts 2020-04-07
Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP European History:
2020-2021 includes in-depth content review and practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for
exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by
AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg
up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be
Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 2 full-length practice tests, including a
diagnostic test to target your studying Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units
on the AP European History Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each
chapter
AP European History Premium, 2022-2023: 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Seth A. Roberts 2022-01-04
Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP European History
Premium: 2022-2023 includes in-depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to
be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written
and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most
recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted
tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice
tests--2 in the book and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units
on the AP European History Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each
chapter Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning
Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed
answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress
The Lights that Failed - Zara S. Steiner 2007
"In 'The Lights that Failed', Steiner challenges the assumption that the Treaty of Versailles led to the
opening of a second European war and provides an analysis of the attempts to reconstruct Europe during
the 1920s"-OCLC
Love and Hate - Irenäus Eibl-Eibesfeldt 1972

Guilty Men - Cato 1998
A polemic against Chamberlain, MacDonald, and Baldwin whom the author Cato, a pseudonym for Michael
Foot, Frank Owen, and Peter Howard, regarded as having brought the country to the brink of disaster
through their policy of appeasement. First published in 1940
Where Have All the Soldiers Gone? - James J. Sheehan 2009
A critical study of the tumultuous history of Europe during the twentieth century analyzes how the
continent's repudiation of violence in the wake of World War II has affected the region, led to a rejection of
defense budgets in favor of social stability and economic growth, and caused a growing rift between the
U.S. and Europe. Reprint.
Appeasement - Tim Bouverie 2020-06-02
A NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • SUNDAY TIMES (UK) BESTSELLER • A gripping new history of
the British appeasement of Hitler on the eve of World War II “An eye-opening narrative that makes for
exciting but at times uncomfortable reading as one reflects on possible lessons for the present.”—Antonia
Fraser, author of Mary Queen of Scots On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain stepped off an airplane and announced that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis in
recent memory. It was, he later assured the crowd in Downing Street, "peace for our time." Less than a
year later, Germany invaded Poland and the Second World War began. Appeasement is a groundbreaking
history of the disastrous years of indecision, failed diplomacy and parliamentary infighting that enabled
Hitler's domination of Europe. Drawing on deep archival research and sources not previously seen by
historians, Tim Bouverie has created an unforgettable portrait of the ministers, aristocrats, and amateur
diplomats who, through their actions and inaction, shaped their country's policy and determined the fate of
Europe. Beginning with the advent of Hitler in 1933, we embark on a fascinating journey from the early
days of the Third Reich to the beaches of Dunkirk. Bouverie takes us not only into the backrooms of
Parliament and 10 Downing Street but also into the drawing rooms and dining clubs of fading imperial
Britain, where Hitler enjoyed surprising support among the ruling class and even some members of the
royal family. Both sweeping and intimate, Appeasement is not only an eye-opening history but a timeless
lesson on the challenges of standing up to aggression and authoritarianism--and the calamity that results
from failing to do so.
Why the Allies Won - Richard Overy 1997
Explains how the Allies regained military superiority after 1942, and discusses important campaigns, naval
battles, industrial strength, fighting ability, leadership, and moral issues
Developing Skills for Modern World History O/n Level EBOOK: Using Visual Evidence - Richard Howells 2009-05-16
What do we mean by ‘visual evidence’? How should we interpret visual texts, and what can they tell us?
Why is ‘visual literacy’ so important and what benefits does it offer? Visual evidence encompasses a diverse
range of media, from painting, cartoons and photography, to film, television and documentary. The central
argument of this book is that visual evidence is a key to understanding both history and the present day and
should not be relegated to a supporting role as merely illustrating the written word. The book shows
students, scholars and researchers how to read the visual media to elicit meaning. As primary sources,

Appeasement and Rearmament - James P. Levy 2006
Standing against conventional wisdom, historian James Levy reevaluates Britain's twin policies of
1/4

appeasement and rearmament in the late 1930s. By carefully examining the political and economic
environment of the times, Levy argues that Neville Chamberlain crafted an active, logical and morally
defensible foreign policy designed to avoid and deter a potentially devastating war. Levy shows that
through Chamberlain's experience as Chancellor of the Exchequer, he knew that Britain had not yet fully
recovered from the first World War and the longer an international confrontation could be avoided, the
better Britain's chances of weathering the storm. In the end, Hitler could be neither appeased nor deterred,
and recognizing this, Britain and France went into war better armed and better prepared to fight.
The Triumph of the Dark - Zara Steiner 2011-03-31
In this magisterial narrative, Zara Steiner traces the twisted road to war that began with Hitler's
assumption of power in Germany. Covering a wide geographical canvas, from America to the Far East,
Steiner provides an indispensable reassessment of the most disputed events of these tumultuous years.
Steiner underlines the far-reaching consequences of the Great Depression, which shifted the initiative in
international affairs from those who upheld the status quo to those who were intent on destroying it. In
Europe, the l930s were Hitler's years. He moved the major chess pieces on the board, forcing the others to
respond. From the start, Steiner argues, he intended war, and he repeatedly gambled on Germany's future
to acquire the necessary resources to fulfil his continental ambitions. Only war could have stopped him-an
unwelcome message for most of Europe. Misperception, miscomprehension, and misjudgment on the part
of the other Great Powers leaders opened the way for Hitler's repeated diplomatic successes. It is ideology
that distinguished the Hitler era from previous struggles for the mastery of Europe. Ideological
presumptions created false images and raised barriers to understanding that even good intelligence could
not penetrate. Only when the leaders of Britain and France realized the scale of Hitler's ambition, and the
challenge Germany posed to their Great Power status, did they finally declare war.
Historical Review of Developments Relating to Aggression - United Nations 2003
This report was prepared for the Working Group on the Crime of Aggression at the 8th session of
Preparatory Commission, held in September-October 2001. The paper consists of four parts relating to: the
Nuremberg tribunal; tribunals establish pursuant to Control Council Law number 10; the Tokyo tribunal;
and the United Nations. Annexes contain tables regarding aggression by a State and individual
responsibility for crimes against peace. The paper seeks to provide an objective, analytical overview of the
history and major developments relating to aggression, both before and after the adoption of the UN
Charter.
Remembering the Road to World War Two - Patrick Finney 2010-09-13
‘This is comparative history on a grand scale, skilfully analysing complex national debates and drawing
major conclusions without ever losing the necessary nuances of interpretation.’ Stefan Berger, University of
Manchester, UK Remembering the Road to World War Two is a broad and comparative international survey
of the historiography of the origins of the Second World War. It explores how, in the case of each of the
major combatant countries, historical writing on the origins of the Second World War has been inextricably
entwined with debates over national identity and collective memory. Spanning seven case studies – the
Soviet Union, Germany, Italy, France, Great Britain, the United States and Japan – Patrick Finney proposes
a fresh approach to the politics of historiography. This provocative volume discusses the political, cultural,
disciplinary and archival factors which have contributed to the evolving construction of historical
interpretations. It analyses the complex and multi-faceted relationships between texts about the origins of
the war, the negotiation of conceptions of national identity and unfolding processes of war remembrance.
Offering an innovative perspective on international history and enriching the literature on collective
memory, this book will prove fascinating reading for all students of the Second World War.
The German Myth of the East - Vejas G. Liulevicius 2010-12-09
An examination of the various different expressions of the distinctive German 'myth of the East' that has
been such a marked feature of German culture over the last two centuries, influencing German attitudes
both to Eastern Europe itself and also to Germans' own sense of identity.
Holocaust and Human Behavior - Facing History and Ourselves 2017-03-24
Holocaust and Human Behavior uses readings, primary source material, and short documentary films to
examine the challenging history of the Holocaust and prompt reflection on our world today

Germany, Hitler, and World War II - Gerhard L. Weinberg 1996-04-26
A collection of essays discusses the nature of the Nazi system, its impact on the world, and the Holocaust,
and offers a comparative analysis of the leadership styles of Hitler, Stalin, Tojo, and Roosevelt. BOMC.
History Bk Club. UP.
The Origins of World War II - Keith Eubank 2014-09-11
More than 60 years have passed since the outbreak of the most catastrophic conflict the world has known:
30 million people dead and unbelievable devastation. In the 3rd edition of this popular volume, Keith
Eubank seeks answers to the questions that have plagued us: Why, after the ghastly ordeal of World War I
did Western powers undervalue the threat from Hitler? Why was there so much reluctance on the part of
Britain and France to confront Germany? Why had Germany been permitted to rearm and to occupy
independent nations without a struggle? What was the policy of appeasement? Why did the appeasers fail
to perceive Hitler's intentions? In addition to a re-examination of these questions and an effort to dispel the
enduring myths surrounding the history of this era, Keith Eubank has enhanced this new edition by
including an analysis of the motivations and actions of central figures such as Neville Chamberlain and
Joseph Stalin as well as a re-assessment of Soviet policies in the light of recent research that reveals their
leaders as far less altruistic than some have imagined. With an expanded conclusion, a new photo section,
and an updated bibliographic essay, this book remains an excellent brief overview of the period between
1918 and 1939.
The Origins of the Second World War - A.J.P. Taylor 1991
One of the most popular and controversial historians of the twentieth century, who made his subject
accessible to millions, A.J.P. Taylor caused a storm of outrage with this scandalous bestseller. Debunking
what were accepted truths about the Second World War, he argued provocatively that Hitler did not set out
to cause the war as part of an evil master plan, but blundered into it partly by accident, aided by the
shortcomings of others. Fiercely attacked for vindicating Hitler, A.J.P. Taylor�s stringent re-examination of
the events preceding the Nazi invasion of Poland on 1st September 1939 opened up new debate, and is now
recognized as a brilliant and classic piece of scholarly research. �Highly original and penetrating � No
one who has digested this enthralling work will ever be able to look at the period again in quite the same
way� Sunday Telegraph.
AP European History Premium - Seth A. Roberts 2020-04-07
Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP European History Premium, 2022-2023, ISBN
9781506278483, on sale January 4, 2022. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are
not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitles included with the
product.
How Churchill Saved Civilization - John Harte 2017-01-03
How Churchill Saved Civilization resolves the lingering mysteries surrounding the causes of the Second
World War, and what transpired during the war to bring its end result. It proposes answers to such
questions as ?Why were the Allies unprepared?”, ?Why did France collapse so quickly?”, ?Why didn’t the
British government accept Hitler’s peace proposals?” and ?Why did the Germans allow Hitler to obtain life
and death control over them?”But the book’s main purpose is to provide an account of Winston Churchill’s
actions and their intended consequences ? as well as some of the unintended ones ? for readers who are
unlikely to read a military history book of 800 pages. The author has pared down the details of this at once
fascinating and frightening story to an accessible length of how the world nearly ended in the 1940s. How
Churchill Saved Civilization was written in honor of all those who sacrificed their lives in the War, and to
caution readers that it could very easily happen again, as key factors like complacency, ignorance, and
weakness continue to play a role in international diplomacy.Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about World
War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil
War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much
more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
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The Devils' Alliance - Roger Moorhouse 2014-10-14
antly, the pact laid the groundwork for Soviet control of Eastern Europe, a power grab that would define
the post-war order. Drawing on memoirs, diaries, and official records from newly opened Soviet archives,
The Devils' Alliance is the authoritative work on one of the seminal episodes of World War II. In his
characteristically rich and detailed prose, Moorhouse paints a vivid picture of the pact's origins and its
enduring influence as a crucial turning point, in both the war and in modern history.
Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler - Adrian Phillips 2019-10-08
In Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler Adrian Phillips presents a radical new view of the British policy of
appeasement in the late 1930s. No one doubts that appeasement failed, but Phillips shows that it caused
active harm – even sabotaging Britain’s preparations for war. He goes far further than previous historians
in identifying the individuals responsible for a catalogue of miscalculations, deviousness and moral
surrender that made the Second World War inevitable, and highlights the alternative policies that might
have prevented it. Phillips outlines how Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and his chief advisor, Sir
Horace Wilson, formed a fatally inept two-man foreign-policy machine that was immune to any objective
examination, criticism or assessment – ruthlessly manipulating the media to support appeasement while
batting aside policies advocated by Winston Churchill, the most vocal opponent of appeasement. Churchill
understood that Hitler was the implacable enemy of peace – and Britain – but Chamberlain and Wilson were
terrified that any display of firmness would provoke him. For the first time, Phillips brings to light how
Wilson and Churchill had been enemies since an incident early in their careers, and how, eventually,
opposing Churchill became an end in itself. Featuring new revelations about the personalities involved and
the shameful manipulations and betrayals that went into appeasement, including an attempt to buy Hitler
off with a ruthless colonialist deal in Africa, Fighting Churchill, Appeasing Hitler shines a compelling and
original light on one of the darkest hours in British diplomatic history.
Origin Of The Second World War - A.J.P. Taylor 1996
From the Back Cover: From the moment of its publication in 1961, A.J.P. Taylor's seminal work caused a
storm of praise and controversy, and it has since been recognized as a classic: the first book ever to
examine exclusively and in depth the causes of the Second World War and to apportion the responsibility
among Allies and Germans alike. With crisp, clear prose and brilliant analysis, Taylor established that the
war, "far from being premeditated, was a mistake, the result on both sides of diplomatic blunders." He
argued that Hitler was more an opportunist than an ideologue who owed his successes to Great Britain's
and France's tacking between resistance and appeasement, and to an American policy akin to "the
significant episode of the dog in the night, to which Sherlock Holmes once drew attention. When Watson
objected: 'But the dog did nothing in the night," Holmes answered: 'That was the significant episode.' "The
Times Literary Supplement called The Origins of the Second World War "simple, devastating, superlatively
readable, and deeply disturbing," and it remains so now-a groundbreaking book of enduring importance.
History for the IB Diploma: Interwar Years: Conflict and Cooperation 1919-39 - Allan Todd 2012-11-29
An exciting series that covers selected topics from the Higher Level options in the IB History syllabus. This
coursebook covers Higher Level option 5, Topic 8, Interwar Years: Conflict and Cooperation 1919-39. The
text is divided into clear sections following the IB syllabus structure and content specifications. It offers a
sound historical account along with detailed explanations and analysis, and an emphasis on historical
debate to prepare students for the in-depth, extended essay required in the Paper 3 examination. It also
provides plenty of exam practice including student answers with examiner's comments, simplified mark
schemes and practical advice on approaching the Paper 3 examination.
War and Change in World Politics - Robert Gilpin 1981
rofessor Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces causing change in the
world order.
Document-Based Assessment Activities for Global History Classes - Theresa C. Noonan 1999
Covers all significant eras of global history. Encourages students to analyze evidence, documents, and other
data to make informed decisions. Develops essential writing skills.
Hitler's War - Harry Turtledove 2009-08-04
A stroke of the pen and history is changed. In 1938, British prime minister Neville Chamberlain,

determined to avoid war, signed the Munich Accord, ceding part of Czechoslovakia to Hitler. But the
following spring, Hitler snatched the rest of that country, and England, after a fatal act of appeasement,
was fighting a war for which it was not prepared. Now, in this thrilling alternate history, another scenario is
played out: What if Chamberlain had not signed the accord? In this action-packed chronicle of the war that
might have been, Harry Turtledove uses dozens of points of view to tell the story: from American marines
serving in Japanese-occupied China and ragtag volunteers fighting in the Abraham Lincoln Battalion in
Spain to an American woman desperately trying to escape Nazi-occupied territory—and witnessing the war
from within the belly of the beast. A tale of powerful leaders and ordinary people, at once brilliantly
imaginative and hugely entertaining, Hitler’s War captures the beginning of a very different World War
II—with a very different fate for our world today. BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Harry
Turtledove's The War that Came Early: West and East.
Churchill, Hitler, and "The Unnecessary War" - Patrick J. Buchanan 2008-05-27
Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars? Or were they products of calamitous
failures of judgment? In this monumental and provocative history, Patrick Buchanan makes the case that, if
not for the blunders of British statesmen– Winston Churchill first among them–the horrors of two world
wars and the Holocaust might have been avoided and the British Empire might never have collapsed into
ruins. Half a century of murderous oppression of scores of millions under the iron boot of Communist
tyranny might never have happened, and Europe’s central role in world affairs might have been sustained
for many generations. Among the British and Churchillian errors were: • The secret decision of a tiny cabal
in the inner Cabinet in 1906 to take Britain straight to war against Germany, should she invade France •
The vengeful Treaty of Versailles that mutilated Germany, leaving her bitter, betrayed, and receptive to the
appeal of Adolf Hitler • Britain’s capitulation, at Churchill’s urging, to American pressure to sever the
Anglo-Japanese alliance, insulting and isolating Japan, pushing her onto the path of militarism and conquest
• The greatest mistake in British history: the unsolicited war guarantee to Poland of March 1939, ensuring
the Second World War Certain to create controversy and spirited argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the
Unnecessary War” is a grand and bold insight into the historic failures of judgment that ended centuries of
European rule and guaranteed a future no one who lived in that vanished world could ever have envisioned.
‘Guilty Women’, Foreign Policy, and Appeasement in Inter-War Britain - Julie V. Gottlieb 2016-02-07
British women were deeply invested in foreign policy between the wars. This study casts new light on the
turn to international affairs in feminist politics, the gendered representation and experience of the Munich
Crisis, and the profound impression made by female public opinion on PM Neville Chamberlain in his
negotiations with the dictators.
World History Modern Era - Elisabeth Gaynor Ellis 1999
Struggles for Supremacy - Alan John Percivale Taylor 2000
A. J. P. Taylor (1906-90), one of the greatest historians of the twentieth century, initially established his
reputation by his work in diplomatic history. This included his magisterial The Struggle for Mastery in
Europe, 1848-1918 (1954) and The Origins of the Second World War (1961), both of which have remained
in print. This collection brings together a rich selection of his essays and reviews in international history,
only one of which (on Trieste) has been reprinted before. The collection includes many examples of his most
lively writing, often controversial, yet usually full of insight.
Causes of World War II - Jim Corrigan 2005
"Discusses and explains the events of the 1920s and 1930s that led to the outbreak of the Second World
War"--Provided by publisher.
The Pity of War - Niall Ferguson 2008-08-05
In The Pity of War, Niall Ferguson makes a simple and provocative argument: that the human atrocity
known as the Great War was entirely England's fault. Britain, according to Ferguson, entered into war
based on naïve assumptions of German aims—and England's entry into the war transformed a Continental
conflict into a world war, which they then badly mishandled, necessitating American involvement. The war
was not inevitable, Ferguson argues, but rather the result of the mistaken decisions of individuals who
would later claim to have been in the grip of huge impersonal forces.That the war was wicked, horrific,
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inhuman,is memorialized in part by the poetry of men like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, but also by
cold statistics. More British soldiers were killed in the first day of the Battle of the Somme than Americans
in the Vietnam War; indeed, the total British fatalities in that single battle—some 420,000—exceeds the
entire American fatalities for both World Wars. And yet, as Ferguson writes, while the war itself was a
disastrous folly, the great majority of men who fought it did so with enthusiasm. Ferguson vividly brings
back to life this terrifying period, not through dry citation of chronological chapter and verse but through a
series of brilliant chapters focusing on key ways in which we now view the First World War.For anyone
wanting to understand why wars are fought, why men are willing to fight them, and why the world is as it is
today, there is no sharper nor more stimulating guide than Niall Ferguson's The Pity of War.
Appeasing Hitler - Tim Bouverie 2020-03-19
The Sunday Times Bestseller 'Astonishing' ANTONY BEEVOR 'One of the most promising young historians
to enter our field for years' MAX HASTINGS On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Neville Chamberlain
stepped off an aeroplane and announced that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis in recent
memory. It was, he later assured the crowd in Downing Street, 'peace for our time'. Less than a year later,
Germany invaded Poland and the Second World War began. This is a vital new history of the disastrous
years of indecision, failed diplomacy and parliamentary infighting that enabled Nazi domination of Europe.
Drawing on previously unseen sources, it sweeps from the advent of Hitler in 1933 to the beaches of
Dunkirk, and presents an unforgettable portrait of the ministers, aristocrats and amateur diplomats whose
actions and inaction had devastating consequences. 'Brilliant and sparkling . . . Reads like a thriller. I
couldn't put it down' Peter Frankopan 'Vivid, detailed and utterly fascinating . . . This is political drama at
its most compelling' James Holland 'Bouverie skilfully traces each shameful step to war . . . in moving and
dramatic detail' Sunday Telegraph
The Second World Wars - Victor Davis Hanson 2017-10-17
A definitive account of World War II by America's preeminent military historian. World War II was the most
lethal conflict in human history. Never before had a war been fought on so many diverse landscapes and in
so many different ways, from rocket attacks in London to jungle fighting in Burma to armor strikes in Libya.
The Second World Wars examines how combat unfolded in the air, at sea, and on land to show how distinct
conflicts among disparate combatants coalesced into one interconnected global war. Drawing on 3,000
years of military history, bestselling author Victor Davis Hanson argues that despite its novel industrial
barbarity, neither the war's origins nor its geography were unusual. Nor was its ultimate outcome
surprising. The Axis powers were well prepared to win limited border conflicts, but once they blundered
into global war, they had no hope of victory. An authoritative new history of astonishing breadth, The
Second World Wars offers a stunning reinterpretation of history's deadliest conflict.
Making Friends with Hitler - Ian Kershaw 2005-10-25
Ian Kershaw’s biography of Adolf Hitler is widely regarded as the definitive work on the subject, as well as
one of the most brilliant biographies of our time. In Making Friends with Hitler, the great scholar shines
remarkable new light on decisions that led to war by tracing the extraordinary story of Lord
Londonderry—one of Britain’s wealthiest aristocrats, cousin of Winston Churchill, confidant of the king, and
the only British cabinet member to outwardly support the Nazi party. Through Londonderry’s tragic tale,
Kershaw shows us that behind the accepted dogma of English appeasement and German bullying is a much
more complicated and interesting reality—full of miscalculations on both sides that proved to be among the

most fateful in history.
Reasoning of State - Brian C. Rathbun 2019-01-31
Scholars and citizens tend to assume that rationality guides the decision-making of our leaders. Brian C.
Rathbun suggests, however, that if we understand rationality to be a cognitive style premised on a
commitment to objectivity and active deliberation, rational leaders are in fact the exception not the norm.
Using a unique combination of methods including laboratory bargaining experiments, archival-based case
studies, quantitative textual analysis and high-level interviews, Rathbun questions some of the basic
assumptions about rationality and leadership, with profound implications for the field of international
relations. Case studies of Bismarck and Richelieu show that the rationality of realists makes them rare. An
examination of Churchill and Reagan, romantics in international politics who sought to overcome obstacles
in their path through force of will and personal agency, show what less rationality looks like in foreign
policy making.
The Wages of Appeasement - Bruce S. Thornton 2011-03-15
Wages of Appeasement explores the reasons why a powerful state gives in to aggressors. It tells the story of
three historical examples of appeasement: the greek city-states of the fourth century b.c., which lost their
freedom to Philip II of Macedon; England in the twenties and thirties, and the failure to stop Germany's
aggression that led to World War II; and America's current war against Islamic jihad and the 30-year failure
to counter Iran's attacks on the U.S. The inherent weaknesses of democracies and their bad habit of
pursuing short-term interests at the expense of long-term security play a role in appeasement. But more
important are the bad ideas people indulge, from idealized views of human nature to utopian notions like
pacifism or disarmament. But especially important is the notion that diplomatic engagement and
international institutions like the u.n. can resolve conflict and deter an aggressor––the delusion currently
driving the Obama foreign policy in the middle east. Wages of Appeasement combines narrative history and
cultural analysis to show how ideas can have dangerous and deadly consequences.
The Bell of Treason - P. E. Caquet 2019-09-24
Drawing on a wealth of previously unexamined material, this staggering account sheds new light on the
Allies’ responsibility for a landmark agreement that had dire consequences. On returning from Germany on
September 30, 1938, after signing an agreement with Hitler on the carve-up of Czechoslovakia, Neville
Chamberlain addressed the British crowds: “My good friends…I believe it is peace for our time. We thank
you from the bottom of our hearts. Go home and get a nice quiet sleep.” Winston Churchill rejoined: “You
have chosen dishonor and you will have war.” P. E. Caquet’s history of the events leading to the Munich
Agreement and its aftermath is told for the first time from the point of view of the peoples of
Czechoslovakia. Basing his work on previously unexamined sources, including press, memoirs, private
journals, army plans, cabinet records, and radio, Caquet presents one of the most shameful episodes in
modern European history. Among his most explosive revelations is the strength of the French and
Czechoslovak forces before Munich; Germany’s dominance turns out to have been an illusion. The case for
appeasement never existed. The result is a nail-biting story of diplomatic intrigue, perhaps the nearest
thing to a morality play that history ever furnishes. The Czechoslovak authorities were Cassandras in their
own country, the only ones who could see Hitler’s threat for what it was, and appeasement as the disaster it
proved to be. In Caquet’s devastating account, their doomed struggle against extinction and the
complacency of their notional allies finally gets the memorial it deserves.
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