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exile by the anti-Semitic purges in Poland has shaped his thinking over time. Her careful and thorough
account will be the standard biography of Bauman’s life and work for years to come.
Work, Consumerism And The New Poor - Bauman, Zygmunt 2004-09-01
Explores the relationship between social theory, families and changing issues in familial relationships and
charts social and economic changes and their impact on the family.
Liquid Fear - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-08
Modernity was supposed to be the period in human history when the fears that pervaded social life in the
past could be left behind and human beings could at last take control of their lives and tame the
uncontrolled forces of the social and natural worlds. And yet, at the dawn of the twenty-first century, we
live again in a time of fear. Whether its the fear of natural disasters, the fear of environmental catastrophes
or the fear of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, we live today in a state of constant anxiety about the dangers
that could strike unannounced and at any moment. Fear is the name we give to our uncertainty in the face
of the dangers that characterize our liquid modern age, to our ignorance of what the threat is and our
incapacity to determine what can and can't be done to counter it. This new book by Zygmunt Bauman one
of the foremost social thinkers of our time is an inventory of liquid modern fears. It is also an attempt to
uncover their common sources, to analyse the obstacles that pile up on the road to their discovery and to
examine the ways of putting them out of action or rendering them harmless. Through his brilliant account
of the fears and anxieties that weigh on us today, Bauman alerts us to the scale of the task which we shall
have to confront through most of the current century if we wish our fellow humans to emerge at its end
feeling more secure and self-confident than we feel at its beginning.
Moral Blindness - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-04-24
Evil is not confined to war or to circumstances in which people are acting under extreme duress. Today it
more frequently reveals itself in the everyday insensitivity to the suffering of others, in the inability or
refusal to understand them and in the casual turning away of one’s ethical gaze. Evil and moral blindness
lurk in what we take as normality and in the triviality and banality of everyday life, and not just in the
abnormal and exceptional cases. The distinctive kind of moral blindness that characterizes our societies is
brilliantly analysed by Zygmunt Bauman and Leonidas Donskis through the concept of adiaphora: the
placing of certain acts or categories of human beings outside of the universe of moral obligations and
evaluations. Adiaphora implies an attitude of indifference to what is happening in the world – a moral
numbness. In a life where rhythms are dictated by ratings wars and box-office returns, where people are
preoccupied with the latest gadgets and forms of gossip, in our ‘hurried life’ where attention rarely has
time to settle on any issue of importance, we are at serious risk of losing our sensitivity to the plight of the
other. Only celebrities or media stars can expect to be noticed in a society stuffed with sensational,
valueless information. This probing inquiry into the fate of our moral sensibilities will be of great interest to
anyone concerned with the most profound changes that are silently shaping the lives of everyone in our
contemporary liquid-modern world.
The Art of Life - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-20
In our individualized society we are all artists of life – whether we know it or not, will it or not and like it or
not, by decree of society if not by our own choice. In this society we are all expected, rightly or wrongly, to
give our lives purpose and form by using our own skills and resources, even if we lack the tools and

Thinking Sociologically - Zygmunt Bauman 2014-10-01
In this lucid, stimulating and original book, Zygmunt Bauman and Tim May explore the underlying
assumptions and tacit expectations which structure our view of the world. The authors elucidate key
concepts in sociology: for example, individualism versus community, and privilege versus deprivation. While
charting a course through sociology's main concerns, Bauman and May also examine the applicability of
sociology to everyday life.
Conversations with Zygmunt Bauman - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-31
Zygmunt Bauman is one of the leading figures in contemporary social thought. His work ranges across
issues of ethics, culture and politics. It never forgets that social thought ought to help men and women
make sense of their lives and aspire towards something different. His books and essays always focus on the
here and now: violence and moral indifference, globalization, consumerism, politics and individualization.
They cast a sharp eye on the panaceas of ‘there is no alternative'; the embrace of community and the fads
of the ‘counselling boom'; through which men and women are told that they can achieve biographical
solutions to what are, in fact, systemic problems. In this new book, Zygmunt Bauman and Keith Tester
engage in five accessible conversations that uncover and explore the assumptions and commitments
underpinning Bauman's ground-breaking social thought. The conversations show how those commitments
have influenced Bauman's analyses of modernity, postmodernity and ‘liquid modernity'. The book ranges
widely, from autobiographical reflection through to pointers for the understanding and future of Bauman's
social thought. The conversations illustrate the moral substance of Bauman's refusal to accept that the
world cannot be made different. They show why social thought is a human necessity. Conversations with
Zygmunt Bauman is a book which will offer fresh insight into Bauman's work for those who are familiar
with it, and provide an engaging and helpful entry point for those who are new to it.
Bauman - Izabela Wagner 2020-06-30
Global thinker, public intellectual and world-famous theorist of ‘liquid modernity’, Zygmunt Bauman
(1925-2017) was a scholar who, despite forced migration, built a very successful academic career and, after
retirement, became a prolific and popular writer and an intellectual talisman for young people everywhere.
He was one of those rare scholars who, grey-haired and in his eighties, had his finger on the pulse of the
youth. This is the first comprehensive biography of Bauman’s life and work. Izabela Wagner returns to
Bauman’s native Poland and recounts his childhood in an assimilated Polish Jewish family and the school
experiences shaped by anti-Semitism. Bauman’s life trajectory is typical of his generation and social group:
the escape from Nazi occupation and Soviet secondary education, communist engagement, enrolment in the
Polish Army as a political officer, participation in the WW II and the support for the new political regime in
the post-war Poland. Wagner sheds new light on the post-war period and Bauman’s activity as a KBW
political officer. His eviction in 1953 from the military ranks and his academic career reflect the dynamic
context of Poland in 1950s and 1960s. His professional career in Poland was abruptly halted in 1968 by the
anti-Semitic purges. Bauman became a refugee again - leaving Poland for Israel, and then settling down in
Leeds in the UK in 1971. His work would flourish in Leeds, and after his retirement in 1991 he entered a
period of enormous productivity which propelled him onto the international stage as one of the most widely
read and influential social thinkers of our time. Wagner’s biography brings out the complex connections
between Bauman’s life experiences and his work, showing how his trajectory as an ‘outsider’ forced into
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materials with which artists’ studios need to be equipped for the artist’s work to be conceived and
executed. And we are praised or censured for the results – for what we have managed or failed to
accomplish and for what we have achieved and lost. In our liquid modern society we are also taught to
believe that the purpose of the art of life should be and can be happiness – though it’s not clear what
happiness is, the images of a happy state keep changing and the state of happiness remains most of the
time something yet-to-be-reached. This new book by Zygmunt Bauman – one of the most original and
influential social thinkers writing today – is not a book of designs for the art of life nor a ‘how to’ book: the
construction of a design for life and the way it is pursued is and cannot but be an individual responsibility
and individual accomplishment. It is instead a brilliant account of conditions under which our designs-forlife are chosen, of the constraints that might be imposed on their choice and of the interplay of design,
accident and character that shape their implementation. Last but not least, it is a study of the ways in
which our society – the liquid modern, individualized society of consumers – influences (but does not
determine) the way we construct and narrate our life trajectories.
Strangers at Our Door - Zygmunt Bauman 2016-06-20
Refugees from the violence of wars and the brutality of famished lives have knocked on other people's
doors since the beginning of time. For the people behind the doors, these uninvited guests were always
strangers, and strangers tend to generate fear and anxiety precisely because they are unknown. Today we
find ourselves confronted with an extreme form of this historical dynamic, as our TV screens and
newspapers are filled with accounts of a 'migration crisis', ostensibly overwhelming Europe and portending
the collapse of our way of life. This anxious debate has given rise to a veritable 'moral panic' - a feeling of
fear spreading among a large number of people that some evil threatens the well-being of society. In this
short book Zygmunt Bauman analyses the origins, contours and impact of this moral panic - he dissects, in
short, the present-day migration panic. He shows how politicians have exploited fears and anxieties that
have become widespread, especially among those who have already lost so much - the disinherited and the
poor. But he argues that the policy of mutual separation, of building walls rather than bridges, is
misguided. It may bring some short-term reassurance but it is doomed to fail in the long run. We are faced
with a crisis of humanity, and the only exit from this crisis is to recognize our growing interdependence as a
species and to find new ways to live together in solidarity and cooperation, amidst strangers who may hold
opinions and preferences different from our own.
Freedom and Consumerism - Mark Davis 2008
Mark Davis offers a critical enquiry into the sociology of Zygmunt Bauman, focusing on his Englishlanguage writings from the 1960s onwards. The book contributes to sociological debates about modern
society by offering an interpretation of Bauman's work b
Intimacy in postmodern times - Peter Beilharz 2020-09-01
Zygmunt Bauman was one of the most important social theorists of recent decades. He did major work on
the Holocaust, the postmodern and much else, up to fifty-eight books in English on almost as many topics.
In this book, Australian sociologist Peter Beilharz, Bauman’s collaborator for thirty years, recounts the
details of their relationship, simultaneously charting the changes that have occurred in academic life from
the 1980s to today. Friendship was one of the bonds that made Bauman and Beilharz’s intellectual
collaboration possible. Though the two were worlds apart in terms of biography and place, their work
together was defined by a certain kind of intimacy. Separated by a generation, they collaborated for a
generation together. This book follows their story in touching detail while puzzling over Bauman’s rich yet
contested legacy.
Liquid Times - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-04-17
The passage from ‘solid’ to ‘liquid’ modernity has created a new and unprecedented setting for individual
life pursuits, confronting individuals with a series of challenges never before encountered. Social forms and
institutions no longer have enough time to solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for human
actions and long-term life plans, so individuals have to find other ways to organise their lives. They have to
splice together an unending series of short-term projects and episodes that don’t add up to the kind of
sequence to which concepts like ‘career’ and ‘progress’ could meaningfully be applied. Such fragmented
lives require individuals to be flexible and adaptable – to be constantly ready and willing to change tactics

at short notice, to abandon commitments and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities
according to their current availability. In liquid modernity the individual must act, plan actions and
calculate the likely gains and losses of acting (or failing to act) under conditions of endemic uncertainty.
Zygmunt Bauman’s brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way we think about the
contemporary world. In this short book he explores the sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes
our lives today and, in so doing, he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly
original account, developed at greater length in his previous books, of life in our liquid modern times.
Beginning Statistics - Ian Diamond 2000-10-13
`The clarity, simplicity and use of many practical examples makes this book very useful, primarily for
under- and postgraduate students' - Journal of Biosocial Science With an emphasis on description,
examples, graphs and displays rather than statistical formulae, this book is the ideal introductory guide for
students across the social sciences. It shows how all students can understand the basic ideas of statistics at
a level appropriate with being a good social scientist. The authors explain the right ways to present data,
how to describe a set of data using summary statistics and how to infer what is going on in a population
when all you have to go on is the sample. The book uses small data sets to help students understand the
basic principles, and no mathematics or statistical background is assumed.
Wasted Lives - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-04-26
The production of ‘human waste’ – or more precisely, wasted lives, the ‘superfluous’ populations of
migrants, refugees and other outcasts – is an inevitable outcome of modernization. It is an unavoidable
side-effect of economic progress and the quest for order which is characteristic of modernity. As long as
large parts of the world remained wholly or partly unaffected by modernization, they were treated by
modernizing societies as lands that were able to absorb the excess of population in the ‘developed
countries’. Global solutions were sought, and temporarily found, to locally produced overpopulation
problems. But as modernization has reached the furthest lands of the planet, ‘redundant population’ is
produced everywhere and all localities have to bear the consequences of modernity’s global triumph. They
are now confronted with the need to seek – in vain, it seems – local solutions to globally produced problems.
The global spread of the modernity has given rise to growing quantities of human beings who are deprived
of adequate means of survival, but the planet is fast running out of places to put them. Hence the new
anxieties about ‘immigrants’ and ‘asylum seekers’ and the growing role played by diffuse ‘security fears’ on
the contemporary political agenda. With characteristic brilliance, this new book by Zygmunt Bauman
unravels the impact of this transformation on our contemporary culture and politics and shows that the
problem of coping with ‘human waste’ provides a key for understanding some otherwise baffling features of
our shared life, from the strategies of global domination to the most intimate aspects of human
relationships.
Liquid Life - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-04-18
'Liquid life’ is the kind of life commonly lived in our contemporary, liquid-modern society. Liquid life cannot
stay on course, as liquid-modern society cannot keep its shape for long. Liquid life is a precarious life, lived
under conditions of constant uncertainty. The most acute and stubborn worries that haunt this liquid life
are the fears of being caught napping, of failing to catch up with fast moving events, of overlooking the ‘use
by’ dates and being saddled with worthless possessions, of missing the moment calling for a change of tack
and being left behind. Liquid life is also shot through by a contradiction: it ought to be a (possibly
unending) series of new beginnings, yet precisely for that reason it is full of worries about swift and
painless endings, without which new beginnings would be unthinkable. Among the arts of liquid-modern
living and the skills needed to practice them, getting rid of things takes precedence over their acquisition.
This and other challenges of life in a liquid-modern society are traced and unravelled in the successive
chapters of this new book by one of the most brilliant and original social thinkers of our time.
Babel - Zygmunt Bauman 2016-05-17
We are living in an open sea, caught up in a continuous wave, with no fixed point and no instrument to
measure distance and the direction of travel. Nothing appears to be in its place any more, and a great deal
appears to have no place at all. The principles that have given substance to the democratic ethos, the
system of rules that has guided the relationships of authority and the ways in which they are legitimized,
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the shared values and their hierarchy, our behaviour and our life styles, must be radically revised because
they no longer seem suited to our experience and understanding of a world in flux, a world that has become
both increasingly interconnected and prone to severe and persistent crises. We are living in the
interregnum between what is no longer and what is not yet. None of the political movements that helped
undermine the old world are ready to inherit it, and there is no new ideology, no consistent vision,
promising to give shape to new institutions for the new world. It is like the Babylon referred to by Borges,
the country of randomness and uncertainty in which ‘no decision is final; all branch into others’. Out of the
world that had promised us modernity, what Jean Paul Sartre had summarized with sublime formula ‘le
choix que je suis’ (‘the choice that I am’), we inhabit that flattened, mobile and dematerialized space, where
as never before the principle of the heterogenesis of purposes is sovereign. This is Babel.
Liquid Surveillance - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-04-03
‘Today the smallest details of our daily lives are tracked and traced more closely than ever before, and
those who are monitored often cooperate willingly with the monitors. From London and New York to New
Delhi, Shanghai and Rio de Janeiro, video cameras are a familiar and accepted sight in public places. Air
travel now commonly involves devices such as body-scanners and biometric checks that have proliferated in
the wake of 9/11. And every day Google and credit-card issuers note the details of our habits, concerns and
preferences, quietly prompting customized marketing strategies with our active, all too often zealous
cooperation. In today’s liquid modern world, the paths of daily life are mobile and flexible. Crossing
national borders is a commonplace activity and immersion in social media increasingly ubiquitous. Today’s
citizens, workers, consumers and travellers are always on the move but often lacking certainty and lasting
bonds. But in this world where spaces may not be fixed and time is boundless, our perpetual motion does
not go unnoticed. Surveillance spreads in hitherto unimaginable ways, responding to and reproducing the
slippery nature of modern life, seeping into areas where it once had only marginal sway. In this book the
surveillance analysis of David Lyon meets the liquid modern world so insightfully dissected by Zygmunt
Bauman. Is a dismal future of moment-by-moment monitoring closing in, or are there still spaces of freedom
and hope? How do we realize our responsibility for the human beings before us, often lost in discussions of
data and categorization? Dealing with questions of power, technology and morality, this book is a brilliant
analysis of what it means to be watched – and watching – today.
Postmodernity and its Discontents - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-20
When Freud wrote his classic Civilization and its Discontents, he was concerned with repression. Modern
civilization depends upon the constraint of impulse, the limiting of self expression. Today, in the time of
modernity, Bauman argues, Freud's analysis no longer holds good, if it ever did. The regulation of desire
turns from an irritating necessity into an assault against individual freedom. In the postmodern era, the
liberty of the individual is the overriding value, the criterion in terms of which all social rules and
regulations are assessed. Postmodernity is governed by the 'will to happiness': the result, however, is a
sacrificing of security. The most prominent anxieties in our society today, Bauman shows, derive from the
removal of security. The world is experienced as overwhelmingly uncertain, uncontrollable and frightening.
Totalitarian politics frightened by its awesome power; the new social disorder frightens by its lack of
consistency and direction. The very pursuit of individual happiness corrupts and undermines those systems
of authority needed for a stable life. This book builds imaginatively upon Bauman's earlier contributions to
social theory. It consolidates his reputation as the interpreter of postmodernity. The book will appeal to
second-year undergraduates and above in sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and anthropology.
Liquid Sociology - Mark Davis 2016-05-13
Zygmunt Bauman’s ’liquid sociology’ confronts the awesome task of reminding individual men and women
that an alternative way of living together is within our eminent capabilities, if only we start to think
differently about our world. The metaphor of ’liquidity’, which has become such a prominent feature of his
writings since 2000, provides us with just such a new interpretation, with a novel ’way of seeing’. Each
chapter in this unique collection takes seriously Bauman’s analysis of modernity as ’liquid’, throwing new
light upon global social problems, as well as opening up a space for assessing the nature of Bauman’s
contribution to sociology, and for understanding what may be gained and lost by embracing an artistic
sensibility within the social sciences. With contributions from internationally renowned scholars, this book

will appeal to all those interested in Bauman’s work, especially within sociology, social, political and
cultural theory, and to anyone curious about the value of metaphor in interpreting the social world.
Modernity and Ambivalence - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-08
Modern civilization, Bauman argues, promised to make our lives understandable and open to our control.
This has not happened and today we no longer believe it ever will. In this book, now available in paperback,
Bauman argues that our postmodern age is the time for reconciliation with ambivalence, we must learn how
to live in an incurably ambiguous world.
Management in a Liquid Modern World - Zygmunt Bauman 2015-10-29
Management has been one of the driving forces of the last century, indeed an idea and a language that
colonized most other institutions, areas of human activity and walks of life, even those that had until
recently been regarded as completely unmanageable, such as art, academia and creativity. Some it
supported and others it destroyed, but there are few areas in modern societies that have been untouched
by it. What is the meaning of management now almost omnipresent and all-powerful in our current bleak
times, in our current state of ‘interregnum’ that is characterized by an increasing sense of insecurity and
hopelessness, a time when, paradoxically, the seemingly omnipotent force of management does not seem to
work? Does it have a role to play today and in the future? What can it become and whom should it serve
when the interregnum is over and a new, hopefully more humane, system begins to dawn? These are some
of the questions explored in this timely new book by Zygmunt Bauman, one of the greatest thinkers of our
times, architect and Urban Studies professor Irena Bauman, and two organization and management
scholars, Jerzy Kociatkiewicz and Monika Kostera.
Consuming Life - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-08
With the advent of liquid modernity, the society of producers is transformed into a society of consumers. In
this new consumer society, individuals become simultaneously the promoters of commodities and the
commodities they promote. They are, at one and the same time, the merchandise and the marketer, the
goods and the travelling salespeople. They all inhabit the same social space that is customarily described by
the term the market. The test they need to pass in order to acquire the social prizes they covet requires
them to recast themselves as products capable of drawing attention to themselves. This subtle and
pervasive transformation of consumers into commodities is the most important feature of the society of
consumers. It is the hidden truth, the deepest and most closely guarded secret, of the consumer society in
which we now live. In this new book Zygmunt Bauman examines the impact of consumerist attitudes and
patterns of conduct on various apparently unconnected aspects of social life politics and democracy, social
divisions and stratification, communities and partnerships, identity building, the production and use of
knowledge, and value preferences. The invasion and colonization of the web of human relations by the
worldviews and behavioural patterns inspired and shaped by commodity markets, and the sources of
resentment, dissent and occasional resistance to the occupying forces, are the central themes of this
brilliant new book by one of the worlds most original and insightful social thinkers.
Born Liquid - Zygmunt Bauman 2018-11-26
Born Liquid is the last work by the great sociologist and social theorist Zygmunt Bauman, whose brilliant
analyses of liquid modernity changed the way we think about our world today. At the time of his death,
Bauman was working on this short book, a conversation with the Italian journalist Thomas Leoncini, exactly
sixty years his junior. In these exchanges with Leoncini, Bauman considers, for the first time, the world of
those born after the early 1980s, the individuals who were ‘born liquid’ and feel at home in a society of
constant flux. As always, taking his cue from contemporary issues and debates, Bauman examines this
world by discussing what are often regarded as its most ephemeral features. The transformation of the
body – tattoos, cosmetic surgery, hipsters – aggression, bullying, the Internet, online dating, gender
transitions and changing sexual preferences are all analysed with characteristic brilliance in this concise
and topical book, which will be of particular interest to young people, natives of the liquid modern world, as
well as to Bauman’s many readers of all generations.
Liquid Evil - Zygmunt Bauman 2016-04-29
There is nothing new about evil; it has been with us since time immemorial. But there is something new
about the kind of evil that characterizes our contemporary liquid-modern world. The evil that characterized
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earlier forms of solid modernity was concentrated in the hands of states claiming monopolies on the means
of coercion and using the means at their disposal to pursue their ends ends that were at times horrifically
brutal and barbaric. In our contemporary liquid-modern societies, by contrast, evil has become altogether
more pervasive and at the same time less visible. Liquid evil hides in the seams of the canvass woven daily
by the liquid-modern mode of human interaction and commerce, conceals itself in the very tissue of human
cohabitation and in the course of its routine and day-to-day reproduction. Evil lurks in the countless black
holes of a thoroughly deregulated and privatized social space in which cutthroat competition and mutual
estrangement have replaced cooperation and solidarity, while forceful individualization erodes the adhesive
power of inter-human bonds. In its present form evil is hard to spot, unmask and resist. It seduces us by its
ordinariness and then jumps out without warning, striking seemingly at random. The result is a social world
that is comparable to a minefield: we know it is full of explosives and that explosions will happen sooner or
later but we have no idea when and where they will occur. In this new book, the sequel to their acclaimed
work Moral Blindness Zygmunt Bauman and Leonidas Donskis guide the reader through this new terrain in
which evil has become both more ordinary and more insidious, threatening to strip humanity of its dreams,
alternative projects and powers of dissent at the very time when they are needed most.
What Use is Sociology? - Zygmunt Bauman 2014-02-06
What's the use of sociology? The question has been asked often enough and it leaves a lingering doubt in
the minds of many. At a time when there is widespread scepticism about the value of sociology and of the
social sciences generally, this short book by one of the world's leading thinkers offers a passionate,
engaging and important statement of the need for sociology. In a series of conversations with Michael Hviid
Jacobsen and Keith Tester, Zygmunt Bauman explains why sociology is necessary if we hope to live fully
human lives. But the kind of sociology he advocates is one which sees 'use' as more than economic success
and knowledge as more than the generation of facts. Bauman makes a powerful case for the practice of
sociology as an ongoing dialogue with human experience, and in so doing he issues a call for us all to start
questioning the common sense of our everyday lives. He also offers the clearest statement yet of the
principles which inform his own work, reflecting on his life and career and on the role of sociology in our
contemporary liquid-modern world. This book stands as a testimony to Bauman's belief in the enduring
relevance of sociology. But it is also a call to us all to start questioning the world in which we live and to
transform ourselves from being the victims of circumstance into the makers of our own history. For that, at
the end of the day, is the use of sociology.
Intimations of Postmodernity - Zygmunt Bauman 2003-04-29
This thoughtful and illuminating book provides a major statement on the meaning and importance of
postmodernity.
In Search of Politics - Zygmunt Bauman 1999
In this book, the noted sociologist confronts the decline of the public realm and the profound contradictions
of freedom in present-day society. How can most of us consider ourselves free and yet believe equally firmly
that there is little we can change--singly, severally, or all together--in the ways the affairs of the world are
being run? Why has the growth of individual freedom coincided with the growth of collective impotence,
insofar as there is no easy and obvious way to translate private worries into public issues and, conversely,
to pinpoint public issues in private troubles? What, under these circumstances, can bring us together?
Occasionally, our impulses toward sociality are released in short-lived explosions, sometimes in carnivals of
compassion and charity, sometimes by outbursts of beefed-up aggression against a freshly discovered
enemy. The trouble with these occasions is that they run out of steam quickly, and when we return to our
daily business the shared world, brightly illuminated for a moment, seems if anything darker than before.
The chance of changing this condition hangs on the agora--the space neither private nor public, but more
exactly private and public at the same time. In this space, private problems meet in a meaningful way--not
just to draw narcissistic pleasures or in search of some therapy through public display, but to seek
collective levers powerful enough to lift individuals from their private miseries and create "public good," a
"just society," or "shared values." The trouble is that little is left today of the old-style private/public spaces.
In this book, the author both explores these problems and sketches the outlines of a solution for them. We
cannot, he argues, overcome our collective impotence without resorting to politics and using the vehicle of

political agency. In the latter part of the book, the author focuses on three orientation points for a
reconstruction of politics: the republican model of the state and of citizenship, basic income as a universal
entitlement, and an attempt to re-enable the institutions of autonomous society by catching up with the
extraterritorial powers wielding control in an age of globalization.
Culture in a Liquid Modern World - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-08
In its original formulation, ‘culture' was intended to be an agent for change, a mission undertaken with the
aim of educating ‘the people' by bringing the best of human thought and creativity to them. But in our
contemporary liquid-modern world, culture has lost its missionary role and has become a means of
seduction: it seeks no longer to enlighten the people but to seduce them. The function of culture today is
not to satisfy existing needs but to create new ones, while simultaneously ensuring that existing needs
remain permanently unfulfilled. Culture today likens itself to a giant department store where the shelves
are overflowing with desirable goods that are changed on a daily basis - just long enough to stimulate
desires whose gratification is perpetually postponed. In this new book, Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most
brilliant and influential social thinkers of our time - retraces the peregrinations of the concept of culture
and examines its fate in a world marked by the powerful new forces of globalization, migration and the
intermingling of populations. He argues that Europe has a particularly important role to play in revitalizing
our understanding of culture, precisely because Europe, with its great diversity of peoples, languages and
histories, is the space where the Other is always one's neighbour and where each is constantly called upon
to learn from everyone else.
In Search of Politics - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-07-03
We live in a world which no longer questions itself, which lives from one day to another managing
successive crises and struggling to brace itself for new ones, without knowing where it is going and without
trying to plan the itinerary. And everything important in our lives - livelihood, human bonds, partnerships,
neighbourhood, goals worth pursuing and dangers to avoid - feels transient, precarious, vulnerable,
insecure, uncertain, risky. Is there a connection between the shape of the world we inhabit and the way we
live our lives? Exploring that connection, and finding out just how close it is, is the main concern of this
book. What is at stake in this inquiry is the possibility of re-building the"'private/public" space, where
private troubles and public issues meet and where citizens engage in dialogue in order to govern
themselves. Individual liberty can only be a product of collective work, it can only be collectively secured
and guaranteed. And yet today we are moving towards a privatization of the means to secure individual
liberty. If seen as a therapy for the present ills, this is bound to produce effects of a most sinister kind. The
act of translating private troubles into public issues is in danger of falling into disuse and being forgotten.
The argument of this book is that making the translation possible again is an urgent and vital imperative for
the renewal of politics today. This new book by Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most original and creative
thinkers of our time - will be of particular interest to students of sociology, politics and social and political
theory.
State of Crisis - Zygmunt Bauman 2014-07-17
Today we hear much talk of crisis and comparisons are often made with the Great Depression of the 1930s,
but there is a crucial difference that sets our current malaise apart from the 1930s: today we no longer
trust in the capacity of the state to resolve the crisis and to chart a new way forward. In our increasingly
globalized world, states have been stripped of much of their power to shape the course of events. Many of
our problems are globally produced but the volume of power at the disposal of individual nation-states is
simply not sufficient to cope with the problems they face. This divorce between power and politics produces
a new kind of paralysis. It undermines the political agency that is needed to tackle the crisis and it saps
citizens’ belief that governments can deliver on their promises. The impotence of governments goes hand in
hand with the growing cynicism and distrust of citizens. Hence the current crisis is at once a crisis of
agency, a crisis of representative democracy and a crisis of the sovereignty of the state. In this book the
world-renowned sociologist Zygmunt Bauman and fellow traveller Carlo Bordoni explore the social and
political dimensions of the current crisis. While this crisis has been greatly exacerbated by the turmoil
following the financial crisis of 2007-8, Bauman and Bordoni argue that the crisis facing Western societies
is rooted in a much more profound series of transformations that stretch back further in time and are
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producing long-lasting effects. This highly original analysis of our current predicament by two of the
world’s leading social thinkers will be of interest to a wide readership.
Liquid Modernity - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-07-10
In this new book, Bauman examines how we have moved away from a 'heavy' and 'solid', hardware-focused
modernity to a 'light' and 'liquid', software-based modernity. This passage, he argues, has brought profound
change to all aspects of the human condition. The new remoteness and un-reachability of global systemic
structure coupled with the unstructured and under-defined, fluid state of the immediate setting of lifepolitics and human togetherness, call for the rethinking of the concepts and cognitive frames used to
narrate human individual experience and their joint history. This book is dedicated to this task. Bauman
selects five of the basic concepts which have served to make sense of shared human life - emancipation,
individuality, time/space, work and community - and traces their successive incarnations and changes of
meaning. Liquid Modernity concludes the analysis undertaken in Bauman's two previous books
Globalization: The Human Consequences and In Search of Politics. Together these volumes form a brilliant
analysis of the changing conditions of social and political life by one of the most original thinkers writing
today.
Exile and Creativity - Susan Rubin Suleiman 1998
A major historical phenomenon of our century, exile has been a focal point for reflections about individual
and cultural identity and problems of nationalism, racism, and war. Whether emigrés, exiles, expatriates,
refugees, or nomads, these people all experience a distance from their homes and often their native
languages. Exile and Creativity brings together the widely varied perspectives of nineteen distinguished
European and American scholars and cultural critics to ask: Is exile a falling away from a source of
creativity associated with the wholeness of home and one's own language, or is it a spur to creativity? In
essays that range chronologically from the Renaissance to the 1990s, geographically from the Danube to
the Andes, and historically from the Inquisition to the Holocaust, the complexities and tensions of exile and
the diversity of its experiences are examined. Recognizing exile as an interior experience as much as a
physical displacement, this collection discusses such varied topics as intellectual exile and seventeenthcentury French literature; different versions of home and of the novel in the writings of Bakhtin and
Lukács; the displacement of James Joyce and Clarice Lispector; a young journalist's meeting with James
Baldwin in the south of France; Jean Renoir's Hollywood years; and reflections by the descendents of
European emigrés. Strikingly, many of the essays are themselves the work of exiles, bearing out once more
the power of the personal voice in scholarship. With the exception of the contribution by Henry Louis Gates
Jr., these essays were originally published in a special double issue of Poetics Today in 1996. Exile and
Creativity will engage a range of readers from those whose specific interests include the problems of
displacement and diaspora and the European Holocaust to those whose broad interests include art, literary
and cultural studies, history, film, and the nature of human creativity. Contributors. Zygmunt Bauman,
Janet Bergstrom, Christine Brooke-Rose, Hélène Cixous, Tibor Dessewffy, Marianne Hirsch, Denis Hollier,
Henry Louis Gates Jr., Linda Nochlin, Leo Spitzer, Susan Rubin Suleiman, Thomas Pavel, Doris Sommer,
Nancy Huston, John Neubauer, Ernst van Alphen, Alicia Borinsky, Svetlana Boym, Jacqueline ChénieuxGendron
Postmodern Ethics - Zygmunt Bauman 1993-12-08
Zygmunt Bauman's powerful and persuasive study of the postmodern perspective on ethics is particularly
welcome. For Bauman the great issues of ethics have lost none of their topicality: they simply need to be
seen, and dealt with, in a wholly new way. Our era, he suggests, may actually represent a dawning, rather
than a twilight, for ethics.
Does Ethics Have a Chance in a World of Consumers? - Zygmunt Bauman 2009-06-30
Bauman urges us to think in new ways about a newly flexible, newly challenging modern world. In an era of
routine travel, where most people circulate widely, the inherited beliefs that aid our thinking about the
world have become an obstacle. He challenges members of the “knowledge class” to overcome their
estrangement from the rest of society.
Retrotopia - Zygmunt Bauman 2017-05-23
We have long since lost our faith in the idea that human beings could achieve human happiness in some

future ideal state—a state that Thomas More, writing five centuries ago, tied to a topos, a fixed place, a
land, an island, a sovereign state under a wise and benevolent ruler. But while we have lost our faith in
utopias of all hues, the human aspiration that made this vision so compelling has not died. Instead it is reemerging today as a vision focused not on the future but on the past, not on a future-to-be-created but on
an abandoned and undead past that we could call retrotopia. The emergence of retrotopia is interwoven
with the deepening gulf between power and politics that is a defining feature of our contemporary liquidmodern world—the gulf between the ability to get things done and the capability of deciding what things
need to be done, a capability once vested with the territorially sovereign state. This deepening gulf has
rendered nation-states unable to deliver on their promises, giving rise to a widespread disenchantment with
the idea that the future will improve the human condition and a mistrust in the ability of nation-states to
make this happen. True to the utopian spirit, retrotopia derives its stimulus from the urge to rectify the
failings of the present human condition—though now by resurrecting the failed and forgotten potentials of
the past. Imagined aspects of the past, genuine or putative, serve as the main landmarks today in drawing
the road-map to a better world. Having lost all faith in the idea of building an alternative society of the
future, many turn instead to the grand ideas of the past, buried but not yet dead. Such is retrotopia, the
contours of which are examined by Zygmunt Bauman in this sharp dissection of our contemporary romance
with the past.
Culture as Praxis - Zygmunt Bauman 1999-02-22
In this major work, Zygmunt Bauman seeks to classify the meanings of culture. He distinguishes between
culture as a concept, culture as a structure and culture as praxis and analyzes the different ways in which
culture has been used in each of these settings. For Bauman, culture is a living, changing aspect of human
interaction which must be understood and studied as a universal of human life. At the heart of his approach
is the proposition that culture is inherently ambivalent. With a major new introduction to this new edition,
this classic work emerges as a crucial link in the development of Bauman's thought. By his own admission,
it was the first of his books to grope towards a new kind of social theory, in contrast to the fals
The Sociology of Zygmunt Bauman - Professor Michael Hviid Jacobsen 2012-12-28
Zygmunt Bauman is one of the most inspirational and controversial thinkers on the scene of contemporary
sociology. For several decades he has provided compelling analyses and diagnoses of a vast variety of
aspects of modern and liquid modern living. This book considers the theoretical significance of his
contribution to sociology, but also discusses and adopts a critical stance towards his work. The Sociology of
Zygmunt Bauman introduces and critically appraises some of the most significant as well as some of the
lesser known of Bauman's contributions to contemporary sociology. An international team of scholars
delineates and discusses how Bauman's treatment of these themes challenges conventional wisdom in
sociology, thereby revising and revitalizing sociological theory. As a special feature, the book concludes
with Bauman's intriguing reflections and contemplations on his own life and intellectual trajectory,
published here for the first time in English. In this postscript aptly entitled 'Pro Domo Sua' ('About Myself'),
he describes the pushes and pulls that throughout the years have shaped his thinking.
Memories of Class - Zygmunt Bauman 2009-10-28
A discussion of the mechanism of class formation and institutionalisation of class conflict. It traces the
formation of a class society back to the patterns of 'surveillance power' and control, and shows how these
patterns preceded and made possible the industrial system.
Liquid Love - Zygmunt Bauman 2013-05-03
This book is about the central figure of our contemporary, ‘liquid modern’ times – the man or woman with
no bonds, and particularly with none of the fixed or durable bonds that would allow the effort of selfdefinition and self-assertion to come to a rest. Having no permanent bonds, the denizen of our liquid
modern society must tie whatever bonds they can to engage with others, using their own wits, skill and
dedication. But none of these bonds are guaranteed to last. Moreover, they must be tied loosely so that they
can be untied again, quickly and as effortlessly as possible, when circumstances change – as they surely will
in our liquid modern society, over and over again. The uncanny frailty of human bonds, the feeling of
insecurity that frailty inspires, and the conflicting desires to tighten the bonds yet keep them loose, are the
principal themes of this important new book by Zygmunt Bauman, one of the most original and influential
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social thinkers of our time. It will be of great interest to students and scholars in sociology and in the social
sciences and humanities generally, and it will appeal to anyone interested in the changing nature of human
relationships.
Freedom - Zygmunt Bauman 1988
Bauman (sociology, U. of Leeds) analyzes freedom as a social relation rather than as an idea or postulate.
Throughout history, he shows, freedom was a privilege enjoyed in relation to either superior or weaker

power. Today, "seduction" tends to replace repression as a means of social control, and individual freedom
is, above all, freedom of the consumer. A paper edition is available ($10.95; 1757-0). Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Collateral Damage - Zygmunt Bauman 2011-06-13
Zygmunt Bauman is one of the most original and influential social thinkers of our time. This new book
focuses on social inequality.
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