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familiar structure of strategy's general theory (political ends, strategic
ways, military means - and assumptions) holds as sound for security at all
times and in all places, of human necessity. Strategy is ever-varying in its
character, but not in its nature, which is unchanging.
War, Peace and International Relations - Colin S. Gray 2007-06-11
This new volume explores the theory and practice of war and peace in
modern historical context. In fifteen clear and concise chapters, this
book hits the high and low points of international politics over a two
hundred year period, plus a brief foray into the future out to 2025. War,
Peace and International Relations serves as an excellent introduction to
the international history of the past two centuries, showing how those
two centuries were shaped and reshaped extensively by war. This book
takes a broad view of what was relevant to the causes, courses, and
consequences of wars. This upper-level textbook is an invaluable
resource for students of strategic studies, security studies, international
relations and international history.
Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century - Hew Strachan 2007-09-13
The volume considers Clausewitz's timeless On War against the
background of actual armed conflict. With scholars from a range of
disciplines and countries, it throws new light on a classic text and
contemporary issues.
The Leverage of Sea Power - Colin S. Gray 1992
"Through colourful and lively historical illustrations as well as strategic
theory, Gray shows how sea power, when integrated with land and air
power, increases the combatant's opportunities and choices. With dozens
of examples from the Greek and Persian wars of the fifth century B.C.
through the recent war in the Gulf, Gray systematically demonstrates the
ways sea power has been used, and how it might have been used, to win
battles and wars. His thought-provoking commentary is certain to
become essential reading for the makers of defense policy today. The
Leverage of Sea Power is an important and original contribution to the
science of warfare historically and in the nuclear age." -Airpower for Strategic Effect - Colin S. Gray 2012-08-01
In this magisterial tour d'horizon of the air weapon's steady rise in
effectiveness since its fledgling days, Colin Gray, a prolific strate gist of
long-standing scholarly achievement and international repute, has rightly
taken a long view of today's pattern of regional conflict by appraising
airpower in the broader context in which its operational payoff will
ultimately be registered. His careful development of airpower's
“strategic narrative,” as he calls it, shows convincingly how the relative
criticality of the air weapon in joint warfare is neither universal nor
unchanging but rather is crucially dependent on the particular
circumstances of a confrontation. More to the point, viewed situationally,
airpower can be everything from single-handedly decisive to largely
irrelevant to a combatant commander's needs, depending on his most
pressing challenges of the moment. Because its relative import, like that
of all other force elements, hinges directly on how its comparative
advantages relate to a commander's most immediate here-and-now
concerns, airpower does not disappoint when it is not the main producer
of desired outcomes. Indeed, the idea that airpower should be able to
perform effectively in all forms of combat unaided by other force
elements is both an absurd measure of its operational merit and a
baseless arguing point that its most outspoken advocates, from Giulio
Douhet and Billy Mitchell onward, have done their cause a major
disservice by misguidedly espousing over many decades. Although the air
weapon today may have been temporarily overshadowed by more landcentric forms of force employment, given the kinds of lower-intensity
conflicts that the United States and its allies have been obliged to
contend with in recent years, there will most assuredly be future times
when new challenges yet to arise will again test America's air posture to
the fullest extent of its deterrent and combat potential. Professor Gray's
central theme is that airpower generates strategic effect. More
specifically, he maintains, airpower is a tactical equity that
operates—ideally—with strategic consequences. To him, “strategic” does

The Future of Strategy - Colin S. Gray 2016-02-01
Strategy is not a modern invention. It is an essential andenduring feature
of human history that is here to stay. Inthis original essay, Colin S. Gray,
world-renowned scholar ofstrategic thought, discusses the meaning of
strategy and itsimportance for politicians and the military as a means of
achievingdesired outcomes in complex, uncertain conditions. Drawing on
a wide range of examples from the Great PeloponnesianWar to the
Second World War, Vietnam, and the ongoing conflicts inIraq and
Afghanistan, Gray ably shows how great military thinkersof the past and
present have acted strategically in their variousideological, political,
geographical and cultural contexts. Lookingto the future, he argues that
strategy will continue to provide avital tool-kit for survival and security,
but that the globalthreat posed by nuclear weapons remains an on-going
challengewithout obvious practical solutions. As Gray boldy asserts,there
is no promised land ahead, only hard and dangerous times thatwill
require us to master the theory and practice of strategy tosecure our
own future.
Another Bloody Century - Colin S. Gray 2012-02-23
How the wars of the near future will be fought and who will win them
Many nations, peoples and special interest groups believe that violence
will advance their cause. Warfare has changed greatly since the Second
World War; it continued to change during the late 20th century and this
process is still accelerating. Political, technological, social and religious
forces are shaping the future of warfare, but most western armed forces
have yet to evolve significantly from the cold war era when they trained
to resist a conventional invasion by the Warsaw Pact. America is now the
only superpower, but its dominance is threatened by internal and
external factors. The world's most hi-tech weaponry seems helpless in
the face of determined guerrilla fighters not afraid to die for their beliefs.
Professor Colin Gray has advised governments on both sides of the
Atlantic and in ANOTHER BLOODY CENTURY, he reveals what sort of
conflicts will affect our world in the years to come.
The Practice of Strategy - John Andreas Olsen 2011-10-27
The Practice of Strategy focuses on grand strategy and military strategy
as practiced over an extended period of time and under very different
circumstances, from the campaigns of Alexander the Great to
insurgencies and counter-insurgencies in present-day Afghanistan and
Iraq. It presents strategy as it pertained not only to wars, campaigns,
and battles, but also to times of peace that were over-shadowed by the
threat of war. The book is intended to deepen understanding of the
phenomena and logic of strategy by reconstructing the considerations
and factors that shaped imperial and nation-state policies. Through
historical case studies, the book sheds light on a fundamental question:
is there a unity to all strategic experience? Adopting the working
definition of strategy as 'the art of winning by purposely matching ends,
ways and means,' these chapters deal with the intrinsic nature of war
and strategy and the characteristics of a particular strategy in a given
conflict. They show that a specific convergence of political objectives,
operational schemes of manoeuvre, tactical moves and countermoves,
technological innovations and limitations, geographic settings, transient
emotions and more made each conflict studied unique. Yet, despite the
extraordinary variety of the people, circumstances, and motives
discussed in this book, there is a strong case for continuity in the
application of strategy from the olden days to the present. Together,
these chapters reveal that grand strategy and military strategy have
elements of continuity and change, art and science. They further suggest
that the element of continuity lies in the essential nature of strategy and
war, while the element of change lies in the character of individual
strategies and wars.
Theory of Strategy - Colin S. Gray 2018-05-11
This book provides a short and accessible introduction to the theory of
strategy, examines the general theory of strategy in accordance with 23
key Principles and explains its nature, functions, and intended
consequences. Theory of Strategy makes the radical argument that the
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not inhere in the equity's physical characteristics, such as an aircraft's
range or payload, but rather in what it can do by way of producing
desired results. From his perspective, a strategic effect is, first and
foremost, that which enables outcome-determining results. And
producing such results is quintessentially the stock in trade of American
airpower as it has progressively evolved since Vietnam. Airpower for
Strategic Effect offers an uncommonly thoughtful application of informed
intellect to an explanation of how modern air warfare capabilities should
be understood. Along the way, it puts forward a roster of observations
about the air weapon that warrant careful reflection by all who would
presume to find it wanting. Among the most notable of those
observations are that context rules in every case and that whether
airpower should be regarded as supported by or supporting of other
force elements is not a question that can ever have a single answer for
all time. Rather, as noted above, the answer will hinge invariably on the
unique conditions of any given conflict.
Explorations in Strategy - Colin S. Gray 1996
Shows how the mechanics and underlying structure of military strategy
works.
Spec Ops - William H. McRaven 2009-02-04
Vice Adm. William H. McRaven helped to devise the strategy for how to
bring down Osama bin Laden, and commanded the courageous U.S.
military unit that carried it out on May 1, 2011, ending one of the
greatest manhunts in history. In Spec Ops, a well-organized and deeply
researched study, McRaven analyzes eight classic special operations. Six
are from WWII: the German commando raid on the Belgian fort Eben
Emael (1940); the Italian torpedo attack on the Alexandria harbor (1941);
the British commando raid on Nazaire, France (1942); the German glider
rescue of Benito Mussolini (1943); the British midget-submarine attack
on the Tirpitz (1943); and the U.S. Ranger rescue mission at the
Cabanatuan POW camp in the Philippines (1945). The two post-WWII
examples are the U.S. Army raid on the Son Tay POW camp in North
Vietnam (1970) and the Israeli rescue of the skyjacked hostages in
Entebbe, Uganda (1976). McRaven—who commands a U.S. Navy SEAL
team—pinpoints six essential principles of “spec ops” success: simplicity,
security, repetition, surprise, speed and purpose. For each of the case
studies, he provides political and military context, a meticulous
reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the operation in
relation to his six principles. McRaven deems the Son Tay raid “the best
modern example of a successful spec op [which] should be considered
textbook material for future missions.” His own book is an instructive
textbook that will be closely studied by students of the military arts.
Maps, photos.
War, Peace and International Relations - Colin S. Gray 2007-06-11
Chapter Introduction: Strategic history -- chapter 1 Themes and contexts
of strategic history -- chapter 2 Carl von Clausewitz and the theory of
war -- chapter 3 From limited war to national war: The French Revolution
and the Napoleonic way of war -- chapter 4 The nineteenth century, I: A
strategic view -- chapter 5 The nineteenth century, II: Technology,
warfare and international order -- chapter 6 World War I, I:
Controversies -- chapter 7 World War I, II: Modern warfare -- chapter 8
The twenty-year armistice, 1919-39 -- chapter 9 The mechanization of
war -- chapter 10 World War II in Europe, I: The structure and course of
total war -- chapter 11 World War II in Europe, II: Understanding the war
-- chapter 12 World War II in Asia-Pacific, I: Japan and the politics of
empire -- chapter 13 World War II in Asia-Pacific, II: Strategy and
warfare -- chapter 14 The Cold War, I: Politics and ideology -- chapter 15
The Cold War, II: The nuclear revolution -- chapter 16 War and peace
after the Cold War: An interwar decade -- chapter 17 9/11 and the age of
terror -- chapter 18 Irregular warfare: Guerrillas, insurgents and
terrorists -- chapter 19 War, peace and international order -- chapter 20
Conclusion: Must future strategic history resemble the past?.
Alexander the Great: Lessons in Strategy - David J. Lonsdale
2007-12-10
This book offers a strategic analysis of one of the most outstanding
military careers in history, identifying the most pertinent strategic
lessons from the campaigns of Alexander the Great. David Lonsdale
argues that since the core principles of strategy are eternal, the study
and analysis of historical examples have value to the modern theorist and
practitioner. Furthermore, as strategy is so complex and challenging, the
remarkable career of Alexander provides the ideal opportunity to
understand best practice in strategy, as he achieved outstanding and
continuous success across the spectrum of warfare, in a variety of
circumstances and environments. This book presents the thirteen most
pertinent lessons that can be learned from his campaigns, dividing them

into three categories: grand strategy, military operations, and use of
force. Each of these categories provides lessons pertinent to the modern
strategic environment. Ultimately, however, the book argues that the
dominant factor in his success was Alexander himself, and that it was his
own characteristics as a strategist that allowed him to overcome the
complexities of strategy and achieve his expansive goals.
The Second Nuclear Age - Colin S. Gray 1999
The author takes issue with the complacent belief that a happy mixture
of deterrence, arms control and luck will enable humanity to cope
adequately with weapons of mass destruction, arguing that the risks are
ever more serious.
Hard Power and Soft Power: The Utility of Military Force as an
Instrument of Policy in the 21st Century - Colin S. Gray 2011-07-09
Commentators distinguish between two kinds of power, ?hard? and
?soft.? The promise in this logic is obvious. Unfortunately, to date, the
idea of soft power has not been subjected to a critical forensic
examination. The ill consequences of America's difficulty in thinking and
behaving strategically are augmented perilously when unwarranted faith
is placed upon soft power that inherently resists to strategic direction.
Although it is appropriate to be skeptical of the utility of soft power, this
must not be interpreted as advice to threaten or resort to military force
with scant reference to moral standards. Not only is it right in an
absolute sense, it is also expedient to seek, seize, and hold the moral
high ground. The more challenging contexts for national security will still
require the mailed fist, even if it is cushioned, but not concealed, by a
glove of political and ethical restraint. (Originally published by the
Strategic Studies Institute)
The Sheriff - Colin S. Gray 2021-10-21
Since the end of the Cold War, and especially since September 11, few
issues have been more hotly debated than the United States' role in the
world. In this hard-nosed but sophisticated examination, Colin S. Gray
argues that America is the indispensable guardian of world order. Gray's
constructive critique of recent trends in national security is holistic,
rooting defense issues and prospective answers both in U.S. national
security policy, broadly defined, and in the emerging international
security environment. Colin S. Gray is professor of international politics
and strategic studies at the University of Reading, England, and senior
fellow at the National Institute for Public Policy in Fairfax, Virginia. He is
the author of seventeen books, including Modern Strategy and Strategy
for Chaos: Revolutions in Military Affairs and the Evidence of History.
Geopolitics, Geography and Strategy - Colin S. Gray 2014-01-14
Geopolitical conditions influence all strategic behaviour - even when
cooperation among different kinds of military power is expected as the
norm, action has to be planned and executed in specific physical
environments. The geographical world cannot be avoided, and it happens
to be 'organized' into land, sea, air and space - and possibly the
electromagnetic spectrum including 'cyberspace'. Although the meaning
of geography for strategy is a perpetual historical theme, explicit theory
on the subject is only one hundred years old. Ideas about the implication
of geographical, especially spatial, relationships for political power which is to say 'geopolitics'- flourished early in the twentieth century.
Divided into theory and practice sections, this volume covers the big
names such as Mackinder, Mahan and Haushofer, as well as looking back
at the vital influence of weather and geography on naval power in the
long age of sail (sixteenth to nineteenth centuries). It also looks forward
to the consequences of the revival of geopolitics in post-Soviet Russia
and the new space-based field of "astropolitics".
Strategy for Chaos - Colin S. Gray 2002
The remit of this study is to encourage further studies that make an
honest and successful effort to achieve synergy between social science
and history when analysing the impact of revolutions in military affairs
(RMAs).
Modern Military Strategy - Elinor C. Sloan 2016-10-11
This textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to post-Cold War
military theory for students of strategic studies. This second edition has
been fully revised and updated, including a new chapter on
peacekeeping, and examines contemporary strategic thought on the
conduct of war in the sea, land, air, nuclear, space and cyber domains, as
well as irregular warfare. Each chapter identifies contemporary strategic
thinkers in a particular area, examines strategic thought through the
lens of identifiable themes, and discusses the ideas of classical
strategists to provide historical context. Examples of the link between
the use of military force and the pursuit of political objectives are
presented, such as airpower against ISIS and in Libya,
counterinsurgency in Afghanistan and Iraq, counter-piracy operations off
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the coast of Africa, and the Stuxnet virus in Iran. The chapters identify
trends, statements and principles that indicate how military power can
best be employed to effect political ends, while the conclusion paints an
overall picture of the relationship between classic and contemporary
strategic thinking within each warfare domain. This book will be
essential reading for students of strategic studies, war studies and
military history, and is highly recommended for students of security
studies and international relations in general.
Strategy and History - Colin S. Gray 2007-01-24
Strategy and History comprises a selection of Professor Gray's key
contributions to strategic debate over the past thirty years. These essays
have been selected both because they had significant messages for
contemporary controversies, and because they have some continuing
relevance for today and the future. Each essay in this book is really about
strategy in the modern world, and reflects the many dimensions of this
complex subject. This book covers a wide range of subjects and historical
events, but there are key issues covered throughout: being strategic the
consequences of actions a respect for Clausewitz’s theory of war
historical dependency the importance of geography being critical of
enthusiasm for technology over human factors the primacy of politics.
This important publication provides an invaluable insight into the
development of strategic studies over the past 30 years from one of the
world's leading theorists and practitioners of the subject. The book will
be of great interest to all students and analysts of strategy and
international studies.
Strategy and Defence Planning - Colin S. Gray 2014
This title explores and examines why and how security communities
prepare purposefully for their future defence. Professor Gray argues that
our understanding of human nature, of politics, and of strategic history,
does allow us to make prudent choices in defence planning.
The Utility of Force - Rupert Smith 2007-01-16
From a highly decorated general, a brilliant new way of understanding
war and its role in the twenty-first century. Drawing on his vast
experience as a commander during the first Gulf War, and in Bosnia,
Kosovo, and Northern Ireland, General Rupert Smith gives us a probing
analysis of modern war. He demonstrates why today’s conflicts must be
understood as intertwined political and military events, and makes clear
why the current model of total war has failed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and
other recent campaigns. Smith offers a compelling contemporary vision
for how to secure our world and the consequences of ignoring the new,
shifting face of war.
The Direction of War - Hew Strachan 2013-12-05
A major contribution to our understanding of contemporary warfare and
strategy by one of the world's leading military historians.
Modern Strategy - Colin S. Gray 1999
Modern Strategy explains how strategic reasoning makes sense of the
great complexity of war on land, at sea, in the air, in space and even
cyberspace.
Space Capstone Publication Spacepower - Us Government United
States Space Force 2020-08-11
This book, Space Capstone Publication Spacepower: Doctrine for Space
Forces, is capstone doctrine for the United States Space Force and
represents our Service's first articulation of an independent theory of
spacepower. This publication answers why spacepower is vital for our
Nation, how military spacepower is employed, who military space forces
are, and what military space forces value. In short, this capstone
document is the foundation of our professional body of knowledge as we
forge an independent military Service committed to space operations.
Like all doctrine, the SCP remains subject to the policies and strategies
that govern its employment. Military spacepower has deterrent and
coercive capacities - it provides independent options for National and
Joint leadership but achieves its greatest potential when integrated with
other forms of military power. As we grow spacepower theory and
doctrine, we must do so in a way that fosters greater integration with the
Air Force, Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. It is only by
achieving true integration and interdependence that we can hope to
unlock spacepower's full potential.
Understanding Contemporary Strategy - David J. Lonsdale
2012-03-12
Understanding Contemporary Strategy provides an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the theory and practice of modern
strategy. Covering all the main issues in the field, the book explores the
major themes through a combination of classical and modern strategic
theory, history and current practice. The book is split into three main
sections: Definition and Context : including discussion of the human,

technological, intelligence, ethical and grand-strategic dimensions
Strategy in the Geographic Environments: land, sea, air and space
Contemporary Strategic Challenges: terrorism, insurgency and nuclear
strategy. Each chapter presents the reader with a succinct summary of
the topic, but also provides a challenging analysis of current issues,
supporting students with pedagogical features such as suggested further
reading, boxed case studies and study questions. This book will be
essential reading for upper-level students of strategic studies, war
studies, military history and international security.
The Strategy Bridge - Colin S. Gray 2016-07-04
The Strategy Bridge: Theory for Practice is an original contribution to
the general theory of strategy. While heavily indebted to Carl von
Clausewitz, Sun-tzu, and the very few other classic authors, this book
presents the theory, rather than merely comments on the theory as
developed byothers. The author explains that the purpose of strategy is
to connect purposefully politics and policy with the instruments they
must use. The primary focus of attention is on military strategy, but this
focus is well nested in discussion of grand strategy, for which military
strategy is only onestrand. The book presents the general theory of
strategy comprehensively and explains the utility of this general theory
for the particular strategies that strategists need to develop in order to
meet their historically unique challenges. The book argues that
strategy's general theory provides essentialeducation for practicing
strategists at all times and in all circumstances. As general theory, The
Strategy Bridge is as relevant to understanding strategic behaviour in
the Peloponnesian War as it is for the conflicts of the twenty-first
century. The book proceeds from exposition of general strategic theory,
to address three basic issue areas that are not at all well explained, let
alone understood with a view to advancing better practice, in the extant
literature. Specifically, the book tackles the problems that harass and
imperil strategicperformance; it probes deeply into the hugely
underexamined subject of just what it is that the strategist producesstrategic effect; and it "joins up the dots" from theory through practice to
consequences by means of a close examination of command
performance. The author takes a holistic view of strategy, and it is
rigorously attentive to the significance of the contexts within which and
for which strategies are developed and applied. The book regards the
strategist as a hero, charged with the feasible, but awesomely difficult,
task of converting thethreat and use of force (for military strategy) into
desired political consequences. He seeks some control over the rival or
enemy via strategic effect, the instrumental produce of his instrumental
labours. In order to maximise his prospects for success, the practicing
strategist requires all theeducational assistance that strategic theory can
provide.
House of Cards - Colin S. Gray 1992
"If peace breaks out, can arms control be far behind?" According to Colin
S. Gray, this sardonic motto describes events of the 1990s just as well as
it did those of the 1920s. Gray offers a provocative history of twentiethcentury attempts at arms limitation, as he challenges the fundamental
assumptions of arms control theory. Arms control has never worked, he
concludes, because it never can. Existing approaches to arms control
appeal to common sense, but they are logically unsound and inherently
impractical, Gray argues, because they fail to take political realities into
account. He outlines their inadequacies in what he calls the Arms
Control Paradox: the more motivated nations are to fight one another,
the less interested they will be in supporting significant arms limitations.
Under these conditions, arms control agreements must be, to echo a
phrase of George Will's, either impossible or unimportant. Documenting
the naval treaties of the 1920s and 1930s and the initiatives to limit
strategic nuclear arms from 1969 to the present, Gray seeks to
demonstrate that the fortunes of negotiated arms limitation have merely
reflected the temperature of international relations, rather than
influencing those relations. National security analysts, students and
scholars of international relations, and others interested in arms control
issues will want to read House of Cards and debate its conclusions.
Schools for Strategy: Teaching Strategy for 21st Century Conflict - Colin
S. Gray 2011
All would-be strategists would benefit by some formal education.
However, for education in strategy to be well-directed, it needs to rest
upon sound assumptions concerning the eternal nature yet ever shifting
character, meaning, and function of strategy, as well as the range of
behaviors required for effective strategic performance. The author
emphasizes the necessity for strategic education to help develop the
strategic approach, the way of thinking that can solve or illuminate
strategic problems. He advises that such education should not strive for
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a spurious relevance by presenting a military variant of current affairs.
The author believes that the strategist will perform better in today's
world if he has mastered and can employ strategy's general theory.
War, Peace, and Victory - Colin S. Gray 1990

Weapons for Strategic Effect - Colin S. Gray 2001
There is no doubt that technology is important in war. While it is difficult
to identify major security issues for which technology is not important,
determining just how important is another matter. Despite a consensus
on the salience of technology, there is little agreement on just what that
means for strategic behavior. Following in the footsteps of Clausewitz,
this monograph seeks to contribute to the general "theory WHICH should
cast a steady light on all phenomena so that we can more easily
recognize and eliminate the weeds that always spring from ignorance; it
should show how one thing is related to another, and keep the important
and the unimportant separate". Just how is one thing technology related
to another strategy? As Clausewitz stated: "It is the task of theory, ., to
study the nature of ends and means." Just how is technology--the means-related to strategy the ends?
Perspectives on Strategy - Colin S. Gray 2013-03-28
"Companion though stand-alone work to my earlier book, The strategy
bridge"--Pref.
Strategy in the Contemporary World - John Baylis 2007
Provides a coverage of issues of war and peace such as terrorism,
irregular warfare and weapons of mass destruction. This work contains a
set of reflections on the role of military power in the contemporary
world. It analyzes conflicts from Afghanistan to the Iraq War and looks at
the debates about the lessons that can be learned from these wars.
Strategy and Politics - Colin S. Gray 2016-01-29
This book examines the subject of strategy and its relationship with
politics. Despite the fact that strategy is always the product of political
process, the relationship between the two concepts and their ancillary
activities has scarcely been touched by scholars. This book corrects that
serious deficiency, and explains the high relevance of political factors for
matters of general defence. Each chapter aims to show how and why
strategy and politics interact and how this interaction has had significant
consequences historically. Neither strategy nor politics can make sense if
considered alone. Strategy requires direction that can only be provided
by political process, while politics cannot be implemented without
strategy. In summary, this volume will explain: what strategy is (and is
not) why strategy is essential what strategy does and how it does it how
strategy is made and executed Written by a leading scholar and former
practitioner, this book will be essential reading for all students of
military strategy, strategic studies, security studies and war and conflict
studies.
Strategy and History - Colin S. Gray 2006
Strategy and History comprises a selection of Professor Gray's key
contributions to strategic debate over the past thirty years. These essays
have been selected both because they had significant messages for
contemporary controversies, and because they have some continuing
relevance for today and the future. Each essay in this book is really about
strategy in the modern world, and reflects the many dimensions of this
complex subject. This book covers a wide range of subjects and historical
events, but there are key issues covered throughout: being strategic the
consequences of actions a respect for Clausewitz's theory of war
historical dependency the importance of geography being critical of
enthusiasm for technology over human factors the primacy of politics.
This important publication provides an invaluable insight into the
development of strategic studies over the past 30 years from one of the
world's leading theorists and practitioners of the subject. The book will
be of great interest to all students and analysts of strategy and
international studies.
The Evolution of Modern Grand Strategic Thought - Lukas Milevski
2016
In strategic studies and international relations, grand strategy is a
frequently-invoked concept. Yet, despite its popularity, it is not well
understood and it has many definitions, some of which are even mutually
contradictory. This state of affairs undermines its usefulness for scholars
and practitioners alike. Lukas Milevski aims to remedy this situation by
offering a conceptual history of grand strategy in the English language,
analysing its evolution from 1805 to the present day in the writings of its
major proponents. In doing so, he seeks to clarify the meaning and role
of the concept, both theoretically and practically, and shed light on its
continuing utility today.

Irregular Enemies and the Essence of Strategy - Colin S. Gray 2006
The author offers a detailed comparison between the character of
irregular warfare, insurgency in particular, and the principal enduring
features of "the American way." He concludes that there is a serious
mismatch between that "way" and the kind of behavior that is most
effective in countering irregular foes. The author poses the question, Can
the American way of war adapt to a strategic threat context dominated
by irregular enemies? He suggests that the answer is "perhaps, but only
with difficulty."
Fighting Talk - Colin S. Gray 2009-08-01
Maxims and essays that encapsulate timeless insights on strategy
Strategic Theory for the 21st Century: The Little Book on Big
Strategy - Dr. Harry R. Yarger 2006
Strategy for the nation-state is neither simple nor easy. Good strategy
demands much of the military professional whether he is formulating,
articulating, evaluating, or executing strategy. Few do it well. It requires
the professional to step out of the planning mind set and adopt one more
suited for the strategic environment. This is particularly true in periods
of great change and turmoil when a successful military strategy must be
closely integrated with and may depend on other national strategies of
the interagency community. A theory of strategy helps in this transition
by educating the professional and disciplining his thinking in any of his
roles. This monograph advances a theory of strategy that provides
essential terminology and definitions, explanations of the underlying
assumptions and premises, and substantive hypotheses that explain the
nature of the strategic environment and the role and expectations of
strategy. The environment is explained in theoretical and practical terms,
and the implications for strategic thinking are developed with a
distinction being made between strategy and planning mind sets. The
typical problems practitioners have in formulating and articulating
strategy are discussed. Strategy formulation is recognized as both an art
and science, and the U.S. Army War College strategy model of ends,
ways, and means is expounded on and advocated as a methodology for
articulating strategies.
Strategy Strikes Back - Max Brooks 2018-05
The most successful film franchise of all time, Star Wars thrillingly
depicts an epic multigenerational conflict fought a long time ago in a
galaxy far, far away. But the Star Wars saga has as much to say about
successful strategies and real-life warfare waged in our own time and
place. Strategy Strikes Back brings together over thirty of today's top
military and strategic experts, including generals, policy advisors,
seasoned diplomats, counterinsurgency strategists, science fiction
writers, war journalists, and ground‑level military officers, to explain the
strategy and the art of war by way of the Star Wars films. Each chapter
of Strategy Strikes Back provides a relatable, outside‑the‑box way to
simplify and clarify the complexities of modern military conflict. A
chapter on the case for planet building on the forest moon of Endor by
World War Z author Max Brooks offers a unique way to understand our
own sustained engagement in war-ravaged societies such as Afghanistan.
Another chapter on the counterinsurgency waged by Darth Vader against
the Rebellion sheds light on the logic behind past military incursions in
Iraq. Whether using the destruction of Alderaan as a means to explore
the political implications of targeting civilians, examining the pivotal
decisions made by Yoda and the Jedi Council to differentiate strategic
leadership in theory and in practice, or considering the ruthlessness of
Imperial leaders to explain the toxicity of top-down leadership in times of
war and battle, Strategy Strikes Back gives fans of Star Wars and
aspiring military minds alike an inspiring and entertaining means of
understanding many facets of modern warfare. It is a book as captivating
and enthralling as Star Wars itself.
Making Strategic Sense of Cyber Power: Why The Sky is Not
Falling (Enlarged Edition) - Colin S. Gray
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